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Ballykeel Nursery Unit

Guidelines for Intimate Care
(These guidelines should be read in conjunction with the primary school’s full policy on intimate care).
Principles

In Ballykeel Nursery Unit the children will be encouraged and shown how to access the toilet independently. However, if a child has a toileting accident or needs changing following a play accident he or she will be helped to change in a manner which ensures his or her dignity, self-respect and protection. 
Statement of Intent
The nursery team will change children in a manner which protects and promotes each child’s dignity, privacy and personal welfare.   
Procedures
· All parents will be asked to sign a consent form giving permission for nursery staff to be allowed to assist a child when changing their clothing, in the absence of the parent.
· If a child has a toileting accident or requires changing following a play accident, he or she will be assisted by a member of the nursery team so long as parents have signed the consent form.
· When a member of staff is leaving to assist the child, she will inform another member of staff and request that this person remains in the locality of where the child is being changed for the protection of both the child and the staff member.
· Staff will wear appropriate protective equipment to ensure their safety and well-being.

· As far as possible, children will be encouraged to be independent by taking off and putting on their own clothes and by using baby wipes when necessary.
· Staff will be conscious of maintaining a degree of privacy for that child whilst also respecting the child’s dignity.
· If the child is uncomfortable with being changed by the member of staff, his or her parents will be contacted and asked to come to the nursery.
· If the child is having continual toileting accidents, a meeting will be arranged with the child’s parent/carer to agree appropriate strategies for dealing with the situation.
· All parents are requested to provide a change of clothes for their child at the beginning of the year in advance of a possible accident.
· In the event of no clothes being supplied children will be given clothes owned by the nursery. These must be washed, dried and returned to nursery as soon as possible.
· Written records will be made following the changing of each child outlining the date, child’s name, nature of the accident and signatures of the staff members
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